/¥ \

Integrity
Asset Management

Integrity Asset Management
Willow House, Kestrel View,
Strathclyde Business Park,

Bellshill ML4 3PB

Tel: 01698 503860
Email: info@integrityasset.uk

How does pension consolidation work!?

Pensions can be confusing, but there is an alternative way to help keep on top of them

In today’s fast-paced world, many individuals have multiple pension plans collected over their working life.

Whether through changes in employment or setting up personal pensions as a self-employed professional

or contractor, managing these pensions can become challenging. Not only does this involve significant

administrative effort, but the financial implications of juggling numerous plans are also considerable.

Some pension schemes may suffer from uncompetitive pricing and underperforming investments, eroding

retirement savings.

STREAMLINING YOUR FINANCES
One of the primary motivations for consolidating
pensions is the simplification of managing your
finances.When you have several pensions, keeping
tabs on each one’s investment performance, risk
profile and asset allocation becomes a complex
chore.Add to this the various charges associated with
each pension, and the task grows more challenging.

For individuals with limited time or expertise,
consolidating pensions into a single, more
manageable pot could be a sensible option. Doing
so may streamline your financial management and
reduce the administrative fees that can reduce
returns, especially if your pensions include outdated
charging structures.

EVALUATING COSTS AND
PERFORMANCE

While consolidating your pensions can potentially
save on fees, it's equally important to consider

the investment performance of each fund. Some
pensions may be underperforming, and transferring
to a scheme with better growth potential could

be beneficial. However, comparing charges and
performance is not straightforward and requires
professional advice to assess the best action.

UNDERSTANDING

THE POTENTIAL PITFALLS

Despite the advantages, pension consolidation has

its risks. Consolidating could mean forfeiting valuable
benefits and guarantees. For example, some pension
plans offer an enhanced pension commencement lump
sum, allowing more than the standard 25% tax-free
withdrawal. Others might have a protected pension
age or guaranteed annual returns, providing a safety
net regardless of market conditions.

Additionally, older schemes may offer favourable
annuity rates or built-in life insurance.These
elements are not always easily identifiable,
underscoring the importance of a thorough
professional financial review to avoid losing
valuable benefits.

MAKING INFORMED DECISIONS
Deciding to consolidate your pensions is a
significant decision that should not be taken
lightly. The funds accumulated over the years
could represent a substantial portion of your
retirement income. Therefore, understanding
all your options and their potential impacts on
your savings is crucial for ensuring a financially
secure future.With the right decisions, pension
consolidation could lead to a more comfortable
retirement for you and your family.. B

NEED HELP NAVIGATING
THE COMPLEXITIES OF
PENSION MANAGEMENT?

If you're considering pension consolidation
and want to ensure you make informed,

confident decisions regarding your financial
future, contact us today for expert guidance
tailored to your unique circumstances. Let us
help you navigate the complexities of pension
management with peace of mind.

THIS ARTICLE DOES NOT CONSTITUTE

TAX, LEGAL OR FINANCIAL ADVICE AND
SHOULD NOT BE RELIED UPON AS SUCH.TAX
TREATMENT DEPENDS ON THE INDIVIDUAL
CIRCUMSTANCES OF EACH CLIENT AND MAY
BE SUBJECT TO CHANGE IN THE FUTURE. FOR
GUIDANCE, SEEK PROFESSIONAL ADVICE.

A PENSION ISA LONG-TERM INVESTMENT
NOT NORMALLY ACCESSIBLE UNTIL AGE 55
(57 FROM APRIL 2028 UNLESS THE PLAN HAS A
PROTECTED PENSION AGE).

THEVALUE OF YOUR INVESTMENTS (AND
ANY INCOME FROM THEM) CAN GO DOWN
ASWELL AS UBWHICHWOULD HAVE AN
IMPACT ON THE LEVEL OF PENSION BENEFITS
AVAILABLE.

YOUR PENSION INCOME COULD ALSO BE
AFFECTED BY THE INTEREST RATES AT THE
TIMEYOU TAKE YOUR BENEFITS.
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